
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Thomas, Hattie 
Tue 6/18/2013 9:46:35 PM 
OPA Daily Digest 6/18/13 

OPA Daily Digest for 6/18/13 

Congressional Inquiries: 

Rep. Lee Terry (Neb.) - 6/17/13 -Constituent complaint regarding contractor work at Omaha Lead Site. Contact: 
Sarah Hatch, 7199 (closed) 

State Government Inquiries: 

None 

Press Inquiries: 

Montgomery County Chronicle- Andy Taylor- 6/18/13- Questions about potential fine to the city Caney, Kan. 
Contact: Ben Washburn, 7364 (closed) 

KOAM-TV Ch.14- Kelly Reid- 6/18/13- Covered Joplin Green Street event. Contact: Kris Lancaster, 7557 
(closed) 

KOAD-TV Ch. 12- Jessica Schaer- 6/18/13 -Covered Joplin Green Street event. Contact: Kris Lancaster, 7557 
(closed) 

Environmental Stories: 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch - Expert says Bridgeton Landfill fire is contained away from radioactive waste -
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6/18/13 -A landfill fire expert hired by Missouri said he believes the subsurface fire at Bridgeton Landfill is 
contained to the southern half of the site and isn't moving north toward the adjacent West Lake Landfill, where Cold 
War era radioactive waste is deposited. 

Associated Press - Lawmaker: Remove radioactive waste from landfill- 6/17/13 - A suburban St. Louis 
lawmaker is calling for the removal of nuclear waste from a landfill near Lambert Airport. Underground smoldering 
at the Bridgeton Landfill has created a foul odor so strong that Missouri Attorney General Chris Koster sued the 
landfill owner, Republic Services Inc. =~~~-'=~~~=-"'=~=-==-"~"-==-'-=="-'--:...=..~'-"-====~--'-'-~-=-

KMOV Ch. 4 St. Louis- Residents, lawmakers and EPA dispute how to proceed with West Lake Landfill-
6/17 /13 - State Representative Bill Otto is hosting a meeting Monday night at Pattonville High School. Otto says he 
needs to tell this community why it's time for the EPA to act for residents in north St. Louis County. 

Associated Press - St. Louis-area lawmaker seeks removal of radioactive waste from Bridgeton landfill-
6/18/13 - A suburban St. Louis lawmaker on Monday called for the removal of nuclear waste from a landfill near 
Lambert Airport, citing concerns about an underground fire nearby. 

KTVI Ch. 2 St. Louis- Radioactive Waste Concerns Citizens In Bridgeton- 6/17/13- A Missouri state 
representative is calling for the emergency removal of nuclear waste in the West Lake Landfill. This comes after his 
advisors discovered serious errors in a 197 4 government document, including the amount of radioactive waste in the 
landfill. illl!@~illQ:IY_,.£QJil;~Lllil2LI..J.£If!illi:m£11Y_(::llillil£:fg~l1lli::fllllZTI~:!:Qlli!g~I}L 

KMOX Radio St. Louis- Public Hearing Held For Burning Bridgeton Landfill- 6/18/13- Just hours after a 
Missouri state lawmaker called for the removal of radioactive waste from the burning Bridgeton Landfill, 
Department of Natural Resources officials held a public hearing on the issue Monday night. 

St. Louis Public Radio- Lawmaker: Remove Radioactive Waste From Landfill- 6/17/13- A suburban St. 
Louis lawmaker is calling for the removal of nuclear waste from a landfill near Lambert Airport. Bridgeton Landfill 
is part of the larger West Lake Landfill. Another area of West Lake contains nuclear waste from the Cold War era. 
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Salina Journal- Land Mission- 6/18/13- Josh Svaty, a farmer from Ellsworth County, former state lawmaker and 
state and federal bureaucrat, joined the Land Institute's staff Monday as a vice president. He will work with public 
policy issues, promote the institute's pursuit of natural systems agriculture and raise money. 

Center for Public Integrity- Clean Air case yields rare criminal convictions in New York- 6/18/13- In a rare 
criminal prosecution under the Clean Air Act, the U.S. Department of Justice scored a double victory this year, 
winning convictions against a western New York coke manufacturing plant and its former enviromnental manager. 

St. Louis Public Radio - Sequestration Budget Cuts Hit St. Louis Scientists - 6/17/13 - It has been just over 
three months since the federal spending cuts known as sequestration first took effect. A handful of programs were 
spared- but not scientific research, which amounts to about $140 billion in armual govermnent spending. 

Omaha World-Herald- Editorial: Respect is key in pipeline debate- 6/18/13- News flash: Some Nebraskans 
don't want the Keystone XL pipeline. And they're not afraid to say so. That doesn't make them terrorists. 

Blog for Iowa- Action Alert: Are The Koch Brothers Controlling PBS?- 6/18/13- Democracy depends on an 
informed citizenry and a free press. Our free press, now on life support, is in danger of being completely 
controlled by the corporations. =~~~~=~~"-==~~~~~~=~=~=-"-~==-c=-="'-"=~ 

Brownfield Ag News -American Petroleum Institute fights RFS - 6/17/13 - The American Petroleum Institute is 
using a new study to try to persuade the Obama Administration to waive the Renewable Fuels Standard and end E-
15.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Omaha World Herald- Laurel, Neb., welcomes $20 million ag project- 6/18/13- Agrex Inc., an agricultural 
trading company based in Overland Park, Kan., will break ground today on a 2.6 million-bushel BNSF Railway 
shuttle loading facility in Laurel, Neb. =~~~~===~==c_=:~~~c=:_~-'-=~~~~= 

Associated Press- State cancels paper-recycling contract- 6/18/13- Nebraska officials have canceled a contract 
with a Lincoln-based recycling finn after auditors found the state failed to collect more than $60,000 that the 
company owed for thousands of tons of used office paper. =~~====-'-==-'-=~'-'=~-"==-
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Kansas City Star- U.S. for first time in 50+ years a net gasoline exporter- 6/17/13 - The United States, in a 
milestone that burnishes its growing energy reputation, for the first time in more than 50 years is exporting more 
gasoline than it imports. ~~~=~~~~~~~'-'='-~~~~~~~~~-'2_l.~~~~~~~~ 

Des Moines Register- Iowa renewable fuels group sees more stations in state carrying E15- 6/18/13- Despite 
allegations that six Iowa gas stations are being forced to stop selling fuel blended with 15 percent ethanol because 
oil companies don't want to supply them, a top official with the Iowa Renewable Fuels Association said he was 
optimistic that many more stations would agree to carry it later this year. 

E&E News PM- EPA report outlines development impacts, options for reducing damage - 6/17/13 - U.S. EPA 
today released its most comprehensive report to date on how development is affecting the enviromnent and public 
health.=~~~=~~~=~=~=-'-=~~~~~= 

Hill Heat- The Link Between Climate Change And Tornadoes Is Atmospheric Physics- 6/18/13- A 
problematic trend among science journalists and climate communicators is the obfuscation of the scientific 
understanding of tornadogenesis, the processes and conditions necessary for the formation of tornadoes. 

Nature- Pesticides spark broad biodiversity loss- 6/17/13 -Agricultural pesticides have been linked to 
widespread invertebrate biodiversity loss in two new research papers. =-t=-~~~='-=-===-:c'-=J=::===-"'=~ 

Environmental Health News- US kids born in polluted areas more likely to have autism- 6/18/13- Women 
who live in areas with polluted air are up to twice as likely to have an autistic child than those living in communities 
with cleaner air, according to a new study. =-t=-~~~~'-='======-"'-'=~"-==:_;=-"~==-~===~~ 

E&E Daily- Motorcyclists to circle Capitol in opposition to E15- 6/18/13- Hundreds of motorcyclists and 
classic car drivers are set to swann the nation's capital Wednesday morning, making laps around the U.S. Capitol 
and House and Senate office buildings.="-=-'-'-~-'-='=~==-=-"'-=~'-'-===~~'-='-"-'~'-='-"" 

Spill cleanup tax 'loophole' is as murky as the crude itself - 6/18/13- The recent spill of heavy Canadian crude 
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in Mayflower, Ark., gave new life to a talking point often invoked by Democratic lawmakers and activists opposed 
to the Keystone XL pipeline -- the fuel's exemption from the federal tax that helps pay for oil spill cleanups. 

ClimateWire- Aviation has greatest climate impact of all travel choices-- study- 6/18/13- Airplanes are some 
of the most efficient vehicles in existence, but in accounting for climate impacts they produce, a new study found air 
travel has the biggest climate impact per distance traveled of all long-distance transportation modes. 

Environmental Health News- Special Report: Syngenta's campaign to protect atrazine, discredit critics-
6/17/13 - To protect profits threatened by a lawsuit over its controversial herbicide atrazine, Syngenta Crop 
Protection launched an aggressive multi-million dollar campaign that included hiring a detective agency to 
investigate scientists on a federal advisory panel. =~-'-'-~-'-=~~======-'-"-=~"-=='-"=-'-~~'-=-==-"'= 

Bloomberg- Keystone XL Pipeline Shuns High-Tech Oil Spill Detectors- 6/18/13- TransCanada Corp. (TRP), 
which says Keystone XL will be the safest pipeline ever built, isn't planning to use infrared sensors or fiber-optic 
cables to detect spills along the system's 2,000-mile (3,200-kilometer) path to Texas refineries from fields in 
Alberta.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Associated Press- Fracking fuels water fights in nation's dry spots- 6/16/13- The latest domestic energy boom 
is sweeping through some of the nation's driest pockets, drawing millions of gallons of water to unlock oil and gas 
reserves from beneath the Earth's surface.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~"'--

E&E Daily- At least one-third of senators hold energy industry investments - 6/17/13 - It's not rare for 
congressional lawmakers to pepper their personal financial disclosures with investments in energy firms or even 
mining claims.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~= 

The Hill (blog) - GOP bill would cut renewable energy spending in half- 6/17/13 - House appropriators on 
Monday revealed that they plan to cut Energy Department spending on renewable energy in half next year as part of 
their plan to cope with automatic sequestration cuts in fiscal 2014. =~~=~===~=-~~=-~~~~~ 

The Hill (blog) - Energy secretary pledges to keep momentum behind solar power- 6/17/13 - Energy Secretary 
Ernest Moniz has vowed to shake a few things up at the Energy Department (DOE)- but the agency's support for 
solar power is not one of them. !..1.'±~~~~~~!'!1:~~~~~~~!.'0='-"--'2::'~-'l:O:t:..::.?_~~'-'-1-::¥"~~~~~ 
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Quartz - The real reason to fight nuclear power has nothing to do with health risks - 6/17/13 - Missing from 
the entire debate about nuclear is the most important fact of all: Nuclear is dying due to poor economics, and the 
debate is already over as far as the market is concerned.=~~"-==-"-'-~~""'-"-="'-'-==~--=='-'===-=~"-'-

BNA - House Farm Bill Draws Obama Veto Threat Ahead of Floor Debate to Begin June 18 - 6/18/13 - The 
White House said June 17 that presidential advisers would recmrunend a veto of the House farm bill (H.R. 194 7) 
because of its proposed cuts in food assistance to the poor and insufficient cmmnodity and crop insurance changes. 

BNA- Appropriations Bill From House Committee Would Provide $5.5 Billion for DOE Cleanup- 6/18/13-
The House Appropriations Committee is proposing $5.5 billion for Energy Department environmental management 
activities in a fiscal year 2014 appropriations bill and is seeking funds to revive the Yucca Mountain radioactive 
waste repository. 

BNA- House Appropriators Propose Some Cuts In Funding for Water Infrastructure Projects- 6/18/13-
Federal spending on U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for water infrastructure projects and related matters would be 
reduced by 2 percent in fiscal year 2014 under the appropriations bill for energy and water development unveiled 
June 17 by the House Appropriations Connnittee. 

BNA- House Measure Would Cut DOE Funding By $1.4 Billion, Hit Renewables, Efficiency- 6/18/13- An 
appropriations bill released by House Republicans June 17 would reduce funding for Energy Department programs 
by $1.4 billion, with a majority of the cuts coming from renewable energy and energy efficiency programs. 

BNA- 45 Mayors Sign Pledge to Prepare Cities for Impacts of Climate Change- 6/18/13- Forty-five mayors 
pledge to protect their connnunities from the effects of climate change and urge the federal govermnent to take 
additional action. 

BNA- Water Agencies Signal Need to Incorporate Integrated Planning in Financial Assessment- 6/18/13 -A 
white paper by the National Association of Clean Water Agencies says the Enviromnental Protection Agency needs 
to update guidance to assess the financial capability of municipalities to reduce combined sewer overflows. 
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BNA- Contractual Rights to Indemnification and Reimbursement in CERCLA Litigation With the 
Government- 'Use It or Lose It' - 6/17/13 - The proactive approach of "sue them before they sue you" will 
reduce jurisdictional challenges and allow the PRP more bargaining power, he writes. 

Inside EPA - EPA Study Calls For Reduced Sprawl- 6/17/13 - A new study from EPA's Office of Sustainable 
Communities on the enviromnental effects of land development and transportation argues for new development to 
focus on high-density housing with easy access to urban centers in order to reduce enviromnental impacts. 

Inside EPA - SAB Perchlorate Report Clears EPA Path To Consult With Modeling Expert- 6/17/13 - EPA's 
science advisors have published a final report urging the agency to use a novel modeling approach when crafting its 
landmark proposed drinking water cleanup standard for the rocket fuel ingredient perchlorate. 

Inside EPA - Farm Bill Push To Limit EPA Oversight Of Agriculture Moves To House - 6/17/13 - Legislative 
efforts to use the Farm Bill as a vehicle for amendments to limit EPA's ability to regulate the agriculture sector 
under the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) and other enviromnentallaws is now focused 
on the House after lawmakers failed to attach the provisions in the Senate. ~~'-!!.f~~~~'I!.E~~-'!.I!~ 

Inside EPA- Draft EPA Guide For Assessing Rules' Equity Impacts Draws Early Concerns- 6/17/13 -EPA's 
draft technical guidance for assessing the enviromnental justice impacts of its regulations is drawing early concerns 
from industry officials who warn it is too broad and does not adequately account for increased costs. 

Inside EPA- EPA Advisors Push Targeted S02 NAAQS Review Focusing On Exposures- 6/17/13- EPA 
advisors are suggesting the agency's just-launched review of its sulfur dioxide (S02) national ambient air quality 
standard (NAAQS) focus on more research into short-term exposures to the pollutant. =~'--'===="-=~="'--

Inside EPA- Anastas Takes New 'Green Chemistry' Post At Texas A&M University In Qatar- 6/17/13-
Fonner EPA research office chief Paul Anastas, considered the "father" of green chemistry, has accepted a position 
as the new chair of the green chemistry and engineering program at Texas A&M University at Qatar. 
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Inside EPA - Safety Board Bolsters Calls For EPA To Subject Fertilizer Ingredient To RMP - 6/17/13 - The 
federal Chemical Safety Board (CSB) which investigates chemical accidents, is reiterating its 2002 calls for EPA to 
regulate ammonium nitrate fertilizer, one of the chemicals suspected in the West, TX, explosion, under its risk 
management plan (RMP) program. ~~~~~~~~~~~~~""-'-'~~~~~~""-'-'~~~~~~.u._:: 

Inside EPA- EPA E15 Tank Compatibility Reference Still Leaves Questions For Industry- 6/18/13- EPA has 
crafted a supplement to its 2011 guidance for determining whether underground storage tanks (USTs) are 
compatible with higher-grade blends ofbiofuels that are more corrosive than conventional fuels. 

Press Releases: 

Fact Sheets: 

None 

Upcoming Administrator!RA Events: 
* New additions noted with an asterisk 

6/19/13- Joint MDNR/EPA Lead Tour, Springfield, Mo. Contact: Gene Gunn, 7776 

6/20/13- Interagency Enviromnental Leadership Council, Kansas City, Mo. Contact: Ron Hmmnerschmidt, 7566 

6/20/13- Congressional Briefing- Barmister Federal Complex, Kansas City, Mo. Contact: Ron Hmmnerschmidt, 
7566 

6/23-25/13- Senior Leadership Retreat- Washington, DC. Contact: Julia Cacho, 7071 

6/25/13- West Lake Public Meeting, St. Louis, Mo. Contact: Debbie Kring, 7725 

6/27/13- Carter Carburetor Listening Session, St. Louis, Mo. Contact: Belinda Young, 7463 
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7/15-16/13- Annual Budget Forum, Washington DC, Contact: Julia Cacho, 7071 

7/25/13- Missouri Enviromnental Conference at the Lake- Lake of the Ozarks, Mo. Contact: Dave Cozad, 7587 

7/26/13 - 2013 Regional Local Emergency Planning and Response Conference, Overland Park, Kan. Contact: 
Patrick Bustos, 7969 

8/14-15/13- Iowa Farm Enviromnental Leader Awards Ceremony, Des Moines, Iowa. Contact: Kris Lancaster, 
7557 

DRA: 

7/15-16/13- Annual Budget Forum, Washington DC. Contact: Julia Cacho, 7071 

7/17-18/13- Executive Management Council, Washington DC, Contact: Dana Peters, 7444 

RA/Immediate Office 

None 

Other Events 

AWMD 

None 

CNSL 

None 

ECO/EJ 

None 

ENSV 

None 

PLMG 

None 

RA/OPA 

6/25/13- West Lake Public Meeting, St. Louis, Mo. Contact: Debbie Kring, 7725 

6/27/13- Carter Carburetor Listening Session, St. Louis, Mo. Contact: Belinda Young, 7463 
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SUPR 

6/25-26/13- Advance Boat Operation and Safety Training, Kansas City, Mo. Contact: Eric Nold, 7488 

6/27/13- Federal Emergency Management Agency- Region 7 All-Hazards Plan Table-Top Exercise, Kansas City, 
Mo. Contact: Susan Fisher, 7919 

8/28/13- State of Missouri- Chem/Bio Functional Exercise, Jefferson City, Mo. Contact: Megan Schuette, 7630 

WWPD 

6/18-19/13- Participate in meeting with St. Louis officials and HQ EPA on potential Chouteau Greenway project, 
St. Louis, Mo. Contact: Kerry Herndon, 7286 

6/18-19/13- Kansas Annual State Revolving Fund Review, Topeka, Kan. Contacts: Nancy Healy, 7713, 
Sabre Germano, 7026, Tanya Nix, 7170 

Hattie L Thomas 
Deputy Director 
Office of Public Affairs 
EPA Region 7 

11201 Renner Boulevard 

Lenexa, KS 66219 
Ph: 913-551-7762, Fax: 913-551-7066 
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